SIR    FRANCIS   WALSINGHAM
her quietly murdered- Walsingham's part in it was merely
formal, though of course he supplied the prosecuting
attorneys with the documents in the case. He managed to
avoid, by sickness real or pretended, the difficult business of
securing Elizabeth's signature to the death warrant and the
responsibility of having it executed. Possibly he foresaw
that she would presently be looking for a scapegoat. It is
to be noted that when she handed the warrant to his
colleague, William Davison, she bade him show it to Wal-
singham, " the grief thereof/5 she added, c* will go near to
Mil him outright."
With Mary's death Walsingham breathed easier. Matters
really seemed to be working out at last as he had hoped.
The year before he had seen an English army sail to the
support of the Dutch. The year after he was to see the
Spanish Armada shot-riddled and storm battered, lirnp back
to Spain a hopeless failure. The organisation of English
forces by land and sea to meet the Spanish attack had been
largely his doing.
" You have fought more with your pen," Drake wrote
to him, " than many here in our English navy fought
with their enemies."
After nearly thirty years of peace England was, in short,
at war. Everyone in England almost was prepared to admit
that, except the Queen herself. And Walsingham was in
large measure responsible. We must certainly regard
Leicester as the leader of the war party in the Privy Council,
but Walsingham was equally certainly its organising
genius. It was one thing, however, to lead Elizabeth to war
and quite another thing to induce her to wage war with
any degree of vigour or enthusiasm. The problem which
Walsingham had to face during the short residue of his
life was to keep her hand to the plough after she had started
the furrow. He succeeded only indifferently well. That
exhilaration which comes with the consciousness of success
after long sustained effort was never to be his. Neither
were the temporal rewards* Elizabeth was more generous
to him than she has been represented to be. She made him
in fact many commercial concessions which might have been
valuable had war not completely disorganised the normal
courses of trade. As it was they did not prove to be
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